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WHICH STORY DO YOU BELIEVE?

‣ Greek Story 

‣ Perfect Creation 

‣ Perfect Provision 

‣ No Work
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GENESIS 2:1-3

Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their 
vast array. By the seventh day God had finished the work he 
had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his 
work. Then God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, 
because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he 
had done. 
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GENESIS 2:8-9

Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; 
and there he put the man he had formed. The Lord God 
made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that 
were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of 
the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. 
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GENESIS 2:15-17

The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of 
Eden to work it and take care of it. And the Lord God 
commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in 
the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you 
will certainly die.” 
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WHICH STORY DO YOU BELIEVE?

‣ Biblical Story 

‣ Perfect Creation 

‣ Perfect Provision 

‣ Work



IN THE BIBLE, HOWEVER, CREATION 
IS NOT THE RESULT OF CONFLICT. 
FOR GOD HAS NO RIVALS. INDEED, 
ALL THE POWERS AND BEINGS OF 
HEAVEN AND EARTH ARE CREATED BY 
HIM AND DEPENDENT ON HIM. 
CREATION, THEN, IS NOT THE 
AFTERMATH OF A BATTLE BUT THE 
PLAN OF A CRAFTSMAN. GOD MADE 
THE WORLD NOT AS A WARRIOR DIGS 
A TRENCH BUT AS AN ARTIST MAKES 
A MASTERPIECE.

Every Good Endeavor
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DESIGN OF WORK

▸ Care and Creation 

▸ Goodness of Work 

▸ Freedom in Work 

▸ Limits to Work
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WHICH STORY DO YOU BELIEVE?

‣ Greek Story 

‣ Perfect Creation 

‣ Perfect Provision 

‣ No Work 

‣ Work as Provision



WORK AS MISSION

WHICH STORY DO YOU BELIEVE?

‣ Biblical Story 

‣ Perfect Creation 

‣ Perfect Provision 

‣ Work 

‣ Means of Being God’s Representative



IN THE BIBLE, HOWEVER, CREATION 
IS NOT THE RESULT OF CONFLICT. 
FOR GOD HAS NO RIVALS. INDEED, 
ALL THE POWERS AND BEINGS OF 
HEAVEN AND EARTH ARE CREATED BY 
HIM AND DEPENDENT ON HIM. 
CREATION, THEN, IS NOT THE 
AFTERMATH OF A BATTLE BUT THE 
PLAN OF A CRAFTSMAN. GOD MADE 
THE WORLD NOT AS A WARRIOR DIGS 
A TRENCH BUT AS AN ARTIST MAKES 
A MASTERPIECE.

Every Good Endeavor
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MATERIAL WORLD MATTERS

‣ Incarnation Provides Pattern 

‣ The World is Good
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EXODUS 35: 30-35

Then Moses said to the Israelites, “See, the Lord has chosen 
Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, and he has 
filled him with the Spirit of God, with wisdom, with understanding, 
with knowledge and with all kinds of skills— to make artistic 
designs for work in gold, silver and bronze, to cut and set stones, 
to work in wood and to engage in all kinds of artistic crafts. And 
he has given both him and Oholiab son of Ahisamak, of the tribe 
of Dan, the ability to teach others. He has filled them with skill to 
do all kinds of work as engravers, designers, embroiderers in blue, 
purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen, and weavers—all of them 
skilled workers and designers.
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JEREMIAH 29:1

This is the text of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent 
from Jerusalem to the surviving elders among the exiles and 
to the priests, the prophets and all the other people 
Nebuchadnezzar had carried into exile from Jerusalem to 
Babylon.
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JEREMIAH 29:4-7

This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I 
carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: “Build houses and settle 
down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. Marry and have sons 
and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in 
marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in 
number there; do not decrease. Also, seek the peace and prosperity of 
the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, 
because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” Yes, this is what the Lord 
Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “Do not let the prophets and diviners 
among you deceive you. Do not listen to the dreams you encourage 
them to have. They are prophesying lies to you in my name. I have not 
sent them,” declares the Lord.
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JESUS WORKED - MARK 6:3

“Isn’t this the carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and the brother 
of James, Joseph,Judas and Simon? Aren’t his sisters here 
with us?” And they took offense at him.
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1 TIMOTHY 5:8

Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and 
especially for their own household, has denied the faith and 
is worse than an unbeliever.
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1 THESSALONIANS 4:9-12

Now about your love for one another we do not need to write to 
you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each 
other. And in fact, you do love all of God’s family throughout 
Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers and sisters, to do so more 
and more, and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: You 
should mind your own business and work with your hands, just 
as we told you, so that your daily life may win the respect of 
outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody. 
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EPHESIANS 4:28

Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but 
must work, doing something useful with their own hands, 
that they may have something to share with those in need. 
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DIGNITY OF WORK

God Uses Work to Display His Glory 

God Uses Work to Bless Others 

Jesus Modeled Work 

God Uses Work in Sanctification 

God Uses Work for the Spread of the Gospel 

God Uses Work to Provide for Others 



WE WERE BUILT FOR WORK AND THE DIGNITY IT 
GIVES US AS HUMAN BEINGS, REGARDLESS OF 
ITS STATUS OR PAY.

Every Good Endeavor
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WHICH STORY DO YOU BELIEVE?

‣ Biblical Story 

‣ Perfect Creation 

‣ Perfect Provision 

‣ Work 

‣ Means of Being God’s Representative
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DIGNITY OF WORK

God Uses Work to Display His Glory 

God Uses Work to Bless Others 

Jesus Modeled Work 

God Uses Work in Sanctification 

God Uses Work for the Spread of the Gospel 

God Uses Work to Provide for Others 
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GENESIS 1:28

God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful 
and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue 
it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the 
sky and over every living creature that moves on 
the ground.”
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WORK AS CULTIVATION

Fill - Increase in number 

Subdue - Form for a purpose 

Creation of Culture
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WHAT IS CULTURE?

Culture refers to the cumulative deposit of knowledge, 
experience, beliefs, values, attitudes, meanings, 
hierarchies, religion, notions of time, roles, spatial 
relations, concepts of the universe, and material objects 
and possessions acquired by a group of people in the 
course of generations through individual and group 
striving. 

https://www.tamu.edu/faculty/choudhury/culture.htm

https://www.tamu.edu/faculty/choudhury/culture.htm
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WHAT IS CULTURE?

Deposit of knowledge 

Experience 

Beliefs 

Group 

Generations through individual and group striving 
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A NEW COMMUNITY

Israel 

Pentateuch 

Laws 

Traditions 

Worship 

Morality
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A NEW COMMUNITY

Church 

New Testament 

Holy Spirit 

Traditions 

Worship 

Morality
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WORK’S IMPACT ON CULTURE

Work shapes shared experience 

Work is an expression of values 

Work can provide meaning 

Work influences generations
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WORK AS SERVICE

False nature of the spiritual/secular divide 

Luther’s realization 

All ways of doing God’s work in the world 

Means of expressing God’s love in concrete form 
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WORK BECOMES FRUITLESS - GENESIS 3:17-19
To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from 
the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’  

cursed is the ground because of you;  

through painful toil you will eat food from it all the days of your life.  

It will produce thorns and thistles for you,  

and you will eat the plants of the field.  

By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the 
ground, 

since from it you were taken;  

for dust you are and to dust you will return.”
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RESULT OF GENESIS 3

Restlessness 

Mistrust  

Blessing in curse 
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RESULT OF GENESIS 3

Taking Care of Business - Andy Stanley 

https://www.rightnow.org/Content/Series/156070#1 
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ECCLESIASTES 2:17-19

So I hated life, because the work that is done under 
the sun was grievous to me. All of it is meaningless, a 
chasing after the wind. I hated all the things I had 
toiled for under the sun, because I must leave them to 
the one who comes after me. And who knows whether 
that person will be wise or foolish? Yet they will have 
control over all the fruit of my toil into which I have 
poured my effort and skill under the sun. This too is 
meaningless.
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ECCLESIASTES 2:20-23

 So my heart began to despair over all my toilsome 
labor under the sun. For a person may labor with 
wisdom, knowledge and skill, and then they must 
leave all they own to another who has not toiled for it. 
This too is meaningless and a great misfortune. What 
do people get for all the toil and anxious striving with 
which they labor under the sun? All their days their 
work is grief and pain; even at night their minds do 
not rest. This too is meaningless.
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ECCLESIASTES 2:24-26

A person can do nothing better than to eat and drink 
and find satisfaction in their own toil. This too, I see, is 
from the hand of God, for without him, who can eat or 
find enjoyment? To the person who pleases him, God 
gives wisdom, knowledge and happiness, but to the 
sinner he gives the task of gathering and storing up 
wealth to hand it over to the one who pleases God. 
This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind.
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WORK BECOMES POINTLESS

Work does not last. 

Work can alienate us from God and one another. 
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TOO MANY CHOICES!

Choose work we can do well. 

Choose work that benefits others. 

Choose work that benefits work. 

Choose work that balances life. 

Fools fold their hands and ruin themselves. Better one handful 
with tranquillity than two handfuls with toil and chasing after 
the wind. 

Ecclesiastes 4:5-6
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DON’T WORSHIP WORK - J.D. GREEAR

https://www.rightnow.org/Content/Series/674#6 

https://www.rightnow.org/Content/Series/674#6
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WORK BECOMES AN IDOL

MAKING A NAME FOR OURSELVES

It came about as they journeyed east, that 
they found a plain in the land of Shinar 
and settled there. They said to one 
another, “Come, let us make bricks and 
burn them thoroughly.” And they used 
brick for stone, and they used tar for 
mortar. They said, “Come, let us build for 
ourselves a city, and a tower whose top 
will reach into heaven, and let us make 
for ourselves a name, otherwise we will 
be scattered abroad over the face of the 
whole earth.” 

Genesis 11:2-4
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TIME & PLACE

For if you remain silent at this time, 
relief and deliverance will arise for 
the Jews from another place and 
you and your father’s house will 
perish. And who knows whether 
you have not attained royalty for 
such a time as this?” 

Esther 4:14
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WARNING AGAINST IDOLS

You shall make for yourself no 
molten gods. 

Exodus 34:17
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TYPES OF IDOLS

Personal 

Collective
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HOPE FOR WORK

The Gospel provides an alternate 
story line for our work. 

The Gospel gives us a new and 
rich conception of work. 

The Gospel gives us a new moral 
compass. 

The Gospel radically changes 
our motives for work.
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A NEW STORY FOR WORK

▸ Work is designed by God 

▸ Work can display God’s glory 

▸ Work was something Jesus did 

▸ Work is used by God for 
sanctification 

▸ Work is a means of spreading the 
Gospel 

▸ Work is a means God uses to 
provide for others
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DANGER OF WORK

▸ Work becoming an idol 

▸ Work becoming an identity 

▸ Work becoming isolation 
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REST IN THE MISSION OF WORK

▸ Rest is part of the design of work 

Thus the heavens and the earth were 
completed, and all their hosts. By the 
seventh day God completed His work 
which He had done, and He rested on 
the seventh day from all His work which 
He had done. Then God blessed the 
seventh day and sanctified it, because 
in it He rested from all His work which 
God had created and made. 

Genesis 2:1-3
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REST IN THE MISSION OF WORK

▸ Rest develops trust in God 

▸ Rest places work in context 

▸ Rest re-energizes work
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CULTURAL ENGAGEMENT CHAPEL - STEPHEN RAMSEUR

Dr. Darrell Bock discusses with Steve Ramseur, President 
of Occupier Services, JLL Real Estate located in San 
Antonio, TX, about how to talk to the believers that do life 
in the marketplace and the value they bring to the 
kingdom of God. 

http://ht.ly/4Hpe306awGL 


