Centrality of the Son: A Study of Colossians

Security in Christ
Colossians 1:13-23

Christ’s Power

1:13-14

For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
Colossians 1:13-14

Some of those in error at Colossae want to emphasize the forms of rigorous human
spirituality found in their culture (see comment on 2:16–23); Paul insists that Christ is enough
(cf. 2:6–15) and describes him in the language Judaism normally reserved for personified
Wisdom. This image was a natural one for early Christians to describe Christ; Judaism
personified God’s Wisdom as divine, and the roots of the image in Jewish tradition go back at
least as far as Proverbs 8.
The IVP Bible Background Commentary
It refers to God’s redemptive activity, and the terminology comes from warfare. The terms
“rescued,” “dominion,” and “kingdom” emphasize this truth. Paul contrasted “the dominion of
darkness” with “the kingdom of the Son he loves.” In this context, they parallel the ideas of
darkness and light of the previous verse. Perhaps this is distinctively Pauline because he
included the contrast along with other ideas found here in his earlier testimony before King
Agrippa (Acts 26:15–18).
Philippians, Colossians, Philemon

Christ’s Position

1:15-20

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by Him all things were
created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions
or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. He is before
all things, and in Him all things hold together. He is also head of the body, the church; and He
is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place
in everything. For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, and
through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His
cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.
Colossians 1:15-20
The Greek term πρωτότοκος (prōtotokos) could refer either to first in order of time, such as a
first born child, or it could refer to one who is preeminent in rank.
The NET Bible
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Paul mentioned seven unique characteristics of Christ, which fittingly qualify Him to have “the
supremacy” (v. 18). Christ is: (1) the image of God, (2) the Firstborn over Creation, (3) Creator of
the universe, (4) Head of the church, (5) Firstborn from the dead, (6) the fullness of God, and
(7) the Reconciler of all things. No comparable listing of so many characteristics of Christ and
His deity are found in any other Scripture passage. Christ is the supreme Sovereign of the
universe!
The Bible Knowledge Commentary

Christ’s Impact

1:21-23

And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, yet He
has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him
holy and blameless and beyond reproach— if indeed you continue in the faith firmly
established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have
heard, which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a
minister.
Colossians 1:21-23
Reconciliation of sinners to God is by Christ’s physical body through death. The Gnostic
tendency of the Colossian heresy, with its Platonic orientation, denied both Christ’s true
humanity and His true deity. As John explained, it is necessary to confess “that Jesus Christ
has come in the flesh” (1 John 4:2). Spirits cannot die, and “without the shedding of blood
there is no forgiveness” (Heb. 9:22). In order to redeem humans, Christ Himself must be truly
human (cf. 1 Tim. 2:5; Heb. 2:17). Thus Christ’s real physical body and death were necessary for
man’s salvation (cf. Rom. 7:4; Heb. 10:10).

The Bible Knowledge Commentary

Our security with God
is based on Christ.
Q1.

What do we sometime build our security on?

Q2.

How will our lives be different if we confidently live out the reality of
our security in Christ?
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